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Prayer of the Swinging Mantis

Compare all the notes used by the L.H. (G, F sharp, F natural etc.) with all the notes used by the R.H. 

Are there any notes in common? Which black notes do they use?

Study the melodic shapes in the first 4 bars, and then look at the shapes in bars 16-19. Do they have 

a lot in common or are they very different?

How does a Praying Mantis move? Does the rhythm of bars 1-4 suggest a Praying Mantis? What 

happens to the music at bar 8? What might the Praying Mantis be doing there?

An excellent way to practise this piece is to play and/or clap it as a duet. Work on feeling the beats.

Prayer of the Swinging Mantis is a List C piece in the Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB)

piano exam syllabus for preliminary grade (current as at 2021).
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